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MR. PETER PUNCTILLYO,
THE GENTLEMAN IN BLACK.

BY HENRY MAYHEW,

(coxcrLunen,)
CHAPTER 1II.
! Let us now retorn to our (riend Frank
On leaving the apartment of his

posited his might of mirth in the edito.

he Bell Hotel, whe,,
what was bis surprise to Lad a letter up.
on the table bearing his address, and cop.

the gentleman in black, *that you are one
of the most inpocent beings for your time
of life that [ ever met with.

‘That may be; but you see, sir, [ want
particularly the exact time--some few
weeks, I believe, is it not?’

‘Some few weeks!" blurted oat the be-
wildered gentleman. Well, d--n me,
if he is not tie veriest nincompoop I av-
er heard of! Sume few weeks indeed--
months yon mean.’

‘Months!” exclaimed the equally aston-

untial) rial box of that journal, returned with al] . ished Mr. Forage, ‘vou surely must be

mistaken, gir. ar there manst be a great al-
teration in the law.’
‘You nust be wel! aware, sir, that isa

taining a small slip of paper commepe. | law which no one can alter.’

ing, *Victoria, by the grace of GGod of the |
United Kinglom of Great Britain apd [Judgment,” said
Ireland, Queen, Defeader of the Faith to !

Frank Foroge, gn-eliu:__;—’ Need we in-

form the learned reader, it was a—writ!

‘Egad;’ said the incorrigible Frank, ‘it
i astonizhing how formiduble an instru-
ment can be concocted out of such sim-
ple moterials as (he quill of a goose and
the skin of a sheep, Here I am, poor
devil! served with what the rascally at.
torneys call a mesne process—and a par-
ticularly mean process it is, most assured-
ly.

Howerver, sct o thiel to catch a thief,
says the old zdage, and, in conformity|
with the reverend maxim, our j-.cnsn!
friend despatched an envoy foi the imme-

to consuit him as to the best means of

resisting (or putiing off until such times

a« he could errange his marriage with the

foir Cecelin) this mos* corteous and Du-

val-like sttack upca yous money or your |
liberty,

Qur lively friend Frank was anxiously
expecting o vigit frem his legal adviser,
when Mr. Peter Punctilio, following the
rougish dicections of Miss Sally, tap-
prd at the deor of Mr. Forage's apart.
ment; Fronk®o sooner saw the sombre
suit of Mr. Punciilio thin he inwardly
exclaimed,

‘A gentleman in black— this must be
Ve very man—1 believe sir,” said he to

suit.’
Now, unfu tonstely for Mr. Panctilio
the term wat i by Mr. Feank Forsge was
our
friend wag allading to one kind of |
suit, our sombee ‘riend naturally imagin- |
ed Lis nterr

o”.ion referred to another,

¥ grew rather poetical and

a very ambiavons one, 50 that while
]

[
.

said
‘Certainiy, sir, as Othello says, it isthe

‘True,” replied Frank, taking the word
causa in the legal sense, of course; but
the worst is the d—d causes are so inti-
mately connected with your effects, the
one is sure to go with the other—ha! ha!
ha!  Not so coarse, that, I'm thicking—
eh, 0'd fellow?’

Mr. Peter Punctilio was astonished; he
could not understand the joke, and mut-
teied to himseil, *Very strange. What
can hie mean, I wonder?’

‘Dat you are tired, sir, no doubt; pray
be seated,” said Frank, offering the gen-

tleman in black acheir, of which he had

cay in the law. Come, I've heard worse
than that in my time.

The supposed limb of that profession
langhed—not at the joke, but because
his companion did,

‘Touching the present business,’ con-
tinued the facetious Mr. Forage, °I be-
lieve you ave aware how far matters have
goue slready.’

‘Why, if T mistake not, returned Mr.
Punciilio, *there is an attachment at pres
ent existing.’

‘AlL! he means the writ of attachment,
returned Frank in sn undertone. ‘Per-
fectly right, sir. Now, | presume, the
first step you intend to take wiil be to
enter an appearance.’

*Enter an appearance!—that is, make
my debut before the lady,' said the gentle-
man in black, aside. *Certainly, sir,’ he
added, addressing the punster, ‘the first
thing tbat I shall do will be to enter ap-
pearance--and, thought he, as he took a
glance at his habiliments, ‘a very impo-
sing appearance 1 shall make when 1 do
enter.’

*Ay,’ responded Frank,; ‘and then I sup-
pose will come the declaration.’

Mr. Pauctilio intimated by a nod ol
the head that such was the course he in-
toaded to adopt,

‘And aflter the declaration,’ continued
t. Forage, ‘I presume you will then go
on to plead; but for that,” he added, ‘I

*Sir,” replied Mi. Panctilio, ‘I am al-
ways happy to have counsel upouany sub-
Have you any to offer?

*Why, sir, I thinvk now it would mate-

age to get Wilde.’

‘Get wild! Oh, he means to tbrow in
a bit of passion,’ thought Mr. Punctil-
io. *Truly sir, said he, ‘that, | have no
doubt, would be a grand point.’

‘But that rests entirely with you. And
then, sir, having pleaded, I suppose, you
will proceed to join.’

*Such is certainly my intentions.’

‘And having joined, the issue will
come as a matter of course.’

*The issue!” exclaimed the astonished
Mr. Punctilio, shocked at the mere men-

‘And about what time after joining do
you think we shall have the issue? con-
tinued Mr. Forage,

*Why, the usual time,’ replied the per-
plexed Mr. Punctilie.

*The usual time--ay, but, unfortunate:
ly, | am so ignorant upon these matters,
that, hang me! if 1 know what is the

*Well, sir, |1 submit to younr superior
Frank, ‘you ol course
must know more about these matters than
I--you must have had some hundreds of
issues in your time,

‘1 had sowme hundreds of issues!
ths devil do you take me for?'

‘Take vou?” replied Frank, why, a law-
yer, to be sure,’

‘A lawyer!'——nousense,
~=no doctor either.”

*The deuce you're not! Egad! ['ve made
a slight mistake then, I suppose. How-
ever, it was na'ural; for, seeing you dres-
sed all in bleck, I mistook you for a limb
of the law,’

*Mistook me for the devil!” exclaimed
the enraged Mr. Punctilio,

‘No, perdon me sir,” replied Frank, ‘ong,
ly for cae of the family, However, sif'
since vou are no lawyer, who are you, and
what is your business here?

‘l am Mr. Peter Punectilio, of Change
Alley, Cowuhill, and the cause of my vis.
it was to gain some information respect-
ing Mr, Solid’s ward, to whom I am about
to be united.’

“The deuce you are!” thought Frank --
‘So! you are my rival,'said he to himself,
‘Egad! this is better luck than | had an-
ticipated--this is some of Cecelia’s do-
ings, certainly. Now, if I can ouly send
h.m on soma fool's errand, that will oe-
cupy him half an hour or so, she's mige
beyond a doubt, I have it, by Jupiter!!
I'll pack him off to Miss Hollyhock's—
the lady who was pitched out of the pla-
ton this morning--she’s just L2en remov-
ed to her own house, and that's a good
mile and » half, at least.” The idea had

What

I'm no lawyer
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*Then, sir, all that I can say is," replied 1 guess] know wiat you be come about,

ao sooner entered the head of our face.
tious friend than, terming toward Mo, |
Punctilio, he said, *is was perfectly right,
sir. Mr. Solid and hiz ward were stopping'

| at the hotel until withina few days past,

but they have now removed a shori djs.
Lance cut ol ! il will Sa alhow |

| residing at Miss Hollyhock’s, Hollyhock

Hall, about three quarters of
the Bath road.

*Thauk you, sir--Miss Dollymop's,
Dollymop Hall, I think you said?’

*No sir, pardon me~—Hollyhock, ol
Iyhock Hall. Any person will put you
in the way of it.’

Hollyhock—1 shall remember—three
quarters of o mile on the Bath road.—
Egad! must lose no time or I shall bresk
an apyointment for the first time in my
life. 1 have now only to thank you f{or|
your politeness, and wish you a very good
morning. ‘A stupid puppy,’ he mutter- |
ed, as he made a prefound bow to the!
sentleman and quitted the room, ‘to take
me for a lawyer—a lawyer, indeed!—a
fellow whose black suit is but the livery |
of the infernal inaster he serves.’

a mile on'

‘fore I've done with thee. And Hodge [self. The bridal ceremony'—Yes' a bri-
. . - = - \ 3 .
threw himself into an ottitude which dul ceremony it is most assuredly, for it

' seemed to forebode a breach of the peace.

Frank Fornge burst into a violent fit

of laughter after his precise rival had ta-

ken his leave, and having cut one joke at|

the old gentleman's expense, hastened to! o tell I that thee didn’t come here to uy
claim the fulfilment of Mr, Solid’s en- and bury miss, el?

gngement,

CHAPTER IV,

Let us now take a peep at the interior

of the housa to which Mr. Punctilio was
hastily directing his steps, 1
.The evening was fast drawing on—{or |
it was at the latter end of October last,
that the events here narrated occurred— |
anill Hodge, Miss Hollyhock's man, es he
wasrather equivocally styled by his neigh-

bors, wes in the hall busily engaged in

preparing the lamp for its night duty. |
‘Well, dang 11,” said Hodge, providing A for a doctor, then a lawyer. aud then an | the pleasure of sddressing Mr. Soiid.
the burner with a fresh cotton, and ru.l'

minating upon his mistress’ accideat, ‘but
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‘Ah, that will prevent the ypossibility | man of his cloth! muttered the astonish- | circumstances of their having defended
too, old gentleman.’ of any further mistake. Only show me to  ed Mr. Solid. However, sir, I am glad | the batteries and approaches sgainst the
‘Oh, you do, dosou? he returned, ‘then Mr, Solid’s and 1 will make you a present  you approve of my conduct.’ Redan for so many months, and from the
thank Heaven, I'w all right at last.’ of a guinea. *Wiy. sir 1 do not exsctly see how ] intimate kaowiedge they posscssed ¢f Lue
*You be come o gut Miss, to be sure— ‘No! will thee, now? Come slong, then could have done otherwise.’ ¢round.
I'm up to snufl;" snd Hodge gave him a for money de make the mare to gn surely.’ ‘Yo do me henor, sit.’ ['he fire of our artillery having made
rather unceremoni 'uSl:\:.!&;c of the ¢lbow. ‘Do you lead the way,’ said Mr Punc- ' “Touchiug, however; the « f‘lt-‘.!f‘h!lt'u of | as mu of a byeach as possible in the
‘Indeed —rather_ strange they shoald | tilio. *The stupid dolt'—to mistake me the ceremony, un lerstand me, sir, con |salten of the Redan. | decided that the
make their servanisgcquainted with such for an undertaker—-a fellow that puts on “l_”f"d Mr. -“-'-:'i.. '-'\i'l’e-'n;h | !_n‘w_-.' no | columns of aseault ehould be dirccted
matters., Thbn $uu have been expecting black clothes as a pall wherein to bury Wish '-_='1=J'- there should be any indecent:sgainst that part, as being less exposed
me?" ~ the joy he feels at other peoplie’s woe.’ haste in the affsir, yet 1 donot want it 10 the & vy fire Ly which this work 13
“To be sure I hive—you, and a dozen Leaving Mr. Punctilio to retrace his delayed any longer than ehsolutely wec | protecied
more on ve.,' steps under the guidance of Hodge to the ' €ssary. Now, sir, what day would you It wo reanzed between Sie W. Cod
‘A tlu;.'t‘.n more' sinvited some friands Bell Hotel, let us now return to the apart- fix upan. ""-”“‘I"""_"*“" i these 1 ston and Lieutepant General Markham,
to meet me | dave @v," thought Mr, P.— | meénts of Mr, Solid.  ters far surppasses ming ol « Pusse, i assaulling column of 1,000 men
*What, you are gt ng to have a parly CHAPTER V. s *: Some (lme Sluce you st ty e fonmed by equal numbers of
here are you? ] Frank Forage, immediately after :.eﬁ“"f';:'t“,- + ves: T have been in busi se two D e e Light l"””’“ -
‘Ees. 1 suppose So. There generally had despatched the gentleman in Wackon! 7t 7™ RS i g sl yady e fad
be rather a strong perty. you know, 1 the errand above narrated, sped to the “}“_‘:’i‘: ":I‘" ‘\_""3 i 4 ; .}‘It. Punc 0. | lef e tretches at the preconcerted sig
such cases, eh? old chap.' fair Cecelia, and acquainted her with the o :.2 e I_. %5l "1' ¥y (il ual, snd moved seross the ground, prece-
'Oh, certainly; itds the usual custom. | success that Yad attended their ane. h—::‘.n..n':h-.‘ of vs ; from clerie 1 oues 1\"L! by a « party ol 260 men, B.“d
He has a very unsleasant manner, this'  The tender conple waited until it wasa | .. “ '-‘“‘.l YOou must .h: ‘* MarTied not's| & laddes porty of <0 o "'“"‘1“'”5'%
fellow, said Mr. P.aside. ull quarter past the time appointed by "‘.‘l“l .‘"_'"!’*’*-"-' no dota at the crest of the ditch, theladders were
‘Ay, and so you determined to come (he precise Mr. Punctilio, and then hast- .c‘l':ir-‘!1‘-;_‘ sasdatug : placed, and the men immedistely Slomm
early, eh? and try 1o get the promise be- | gpad to demand from Mr. Solid the fulfil- . b St iq_**-*'i wany ¢ Child 0 ed the parepets of the Redan, and pene-
fore the others argved. Oh, you're a wyent of his engagement.’ | as}“;?:i”fc:”:m. Nildr Wi __{ totad (he Saticu: dught, A SNOND Mpte
deep old file, that y-u be.? | *Well, well,” replied that gentleman, ‘1| ::J “,“” g _h ' d.t ‘;UH- ] b s b {-._.::;;.-,,1 “laf h'r-rv m:“:rl
‘Get the promisc of marriage, 1 pre- | must ackunowledge I am fairly beaten,— Tnnét.';-:-"hlhcn ty EEESES AR A S ?u; e lave, s o “?
sume he means.’ ‘ land I must keep my word, I suppose.’ u‘a.{ ‘_l:ml' = g BTt T BADRIEER, MIRURLY STopagsg, 55 e Aame
. ‘Now, w(-l:ldé;'l + ee l‘lkf‘ the pn*rf-ﬁnn-‘ *Yes, sir,” returned the vivacious Frank, | = -n";'; uriod some pubdreds, 11 De “hll Esrile to :;,I..‘.:.'.-'_‘_l:: the pusilion.
ing on the ceremony —eh, old L!::ip? |}'ou had better ]ii‘ep your word in this in-t !‘1“..!. ‘ e, -t | . \ "ol .I.. o .l :.‘f will 1'ILI__L;|I 4 by the
Mr. Punctilio imagined this tu_al!u-!e!sta"w‘ in case you should want to give! it the l i s atking abou ! I"f"’; sad sad list of casunlities, w ’;’h
to lh:" IIUEHE'ITS. Uf C.prse, u}'.fl 1 --l'-""i.-— 'il ) ﬂll)’ one on a {Utlll'f' OCC.’IS.II!H. Th:ll ! 'h':,;r. ‘I"_"‘r”.“' IH"‘. k:lh_;.‘ “be wiat l.‘d.-'-‘i.lliln:" au ‘l sell tll‘\!"'.!" u tue oine-
‘Certainly that is ab= object of my wish. | will do, 1 think for an extempore.’ .\“'1‘-“;’: Ues .‘;"' 1]‘ L. : - | cers placed :::r_:u:(-ux-;-:_:-l the :IC.d‘ { of o
es.’ . | *ABY exclaimed Cecilia, * thought my |, "~ 7 D7) HAVE D ETERAC @ CLid By | men during s sauguinary coutiict.
‘Devil doubt t1-8," returned Hodge  cood guardian would not hesitste to fulfil | MLIY’J e had & chill i ot TRyEeIL. unabic 10 EXpres: 19 -
with a familiar pok af'tlne 1ibs; ‘1!10:::'&  his promise. You will give your counte | LE m: ": ‘_!:_: f'. . o Why, 1 equate L vms, t- sonse | c‘:;"'-.:.:‘l' g of the
gut a prelly penoy )t 1L now, wouldn't nauce Lo our union now, won't you, sir? | “‘T;‘[ "‘f‘_‘;.“ ;‘ "“' \ | e o " conduct ". 'L;‘r:.\, .l:.'ul"\' t‘\.'.l'._'l.f'.. I"}“lht:
theo?’ - |  *Yes, you will of course give your coun- | Ulu !‘“.l' st You said thet I ha¢ ma- | oops, t 'f'""';‘: s "'“"""“'“ RS She b
The gentleman 'gught i like his im- | tepance 10 our union,’ said Me, I"nra;:r-,'h".d- 'f'“i 5, I T = e 2 iabee by that success v.,.nlr--. ihey mex
pretinence, and merdy replied that beland so put @ good face on the matter.— | .qi. 1 aoor st by SePEEE M55 U -OREEN TP MRS g R
supposed hie should & wo loses by then!- | Come, that isn’t so bad. either.’ | ” PASRE IR I kR o 4t " ! : . ‘\ - ._._m,. N ] &
flur.. ‘ | : : '_Yuu are a strange fellow,’ replied Mr. !m‘u\.{‘:i aiw i ! ;bu:.._r b e | l..-.;',.._n::-i -r:u g‘ a:.'l
‘I'll be bound thawewoalda’t; thee ben't | Solid, smiling at the jocular compliment, | o gl bgedn L4 8 g 13014 hafpe Grtnate i ERISIIRE: &N, SENRIRION
the man to work far nothing, I kaow. ‘and I think your heart is in the right RO Pite ‘Emt t M08 denvdd W [ think | with the troops « uring the contest. [he
*Work for nothivd” muttered Mr. P. !‘l!!\"t‘.' B | "Uf’-{?‘hh“ }\r;-“ you mboan . . ’.rtlll(_'!_.,.:, \H‘_Z:". sSu 5¢ gquently to this gl
This fellow’s impud:ace is past bearing; |  +Right place!’ returned Frauk; ‘I faney | . g o {- l\ 3 PEERE T g e s “I";:w ”‘-“ : ‘“ (.|.:
but I'll put an end t&"this.  And 50 say- | it is, 100, since my dear little Cocilia has |y oy 2f pobog oo Ought to bea-funable to organize asccond attack, which
ing he took his card case from his coat | the possession of it.’ P Aimoaik 1o mizke'use of such #n | Ijatended R e uAn :'!:’""{“"’:r“
pocket, and tenderin one of his cards 10|  Cecilia blushed beautiful, of course. ..M-';:”lbfi~ ssion stz *WI S _ :'f"lﬂ v Y SRS, wab AL
Hodge, said, ‘There is my card, and bey +There, say no more about it,” said Mr. |, _ ‘.‘_'\ ,!,fUh”'('n°b”' WAL YR Tan | - f“'““'."' et il tu'lre‘ el
p!easgd to [akg it ll:‘ .,1‘11'-5_ ts‘\llitl. 'Give me j'OlIl’ hall-’i. Si{-—CE_Cilial | .J,‘.}'u:l:—.‘ 2 L oy | ' , 1"\-“( | l.u_v; _‘[f;ﬂ ’Il’ '._'..lkll.- -I'..'Iu". ':f.TI‘ r
Hodge grinned knowingly @t bis vie: |yours. Take her,” he ndded joining their | o oo oo tHat Piety. scoms ouly | General Sir W, Eyre, 1 thereiore sens
tor, aud, without viizrieg ta lay a finger | palms, ‘and mind and treat herkindly.— | }.auu_ }‘r-rulvr ssiom, r.l.-..l “"'.t_".k.url i‘I;' : .h for 1hese u.;'..;_‘-';:, n;l i fl!.f':l: red with lhcl.n
to ﬂnt small bit of *tle b_J.‘jr.l cxlcﬂdﬂd A_nd LowW, lhe sooner lhis hﬂ}iir 1~. gcl‘lluri_ | :‘L }:\r:;b;._‘l']' ilie '\ _.J, W0 18 i Lthe Dabdit ol @ to hu!.“-\' tiie ""‘-“-,( '.{.‘L. h_;_..w.'t.n;;‘n;q.ril.-
to him, exclaimed, *| thought it 'ud come | (he Letter," remarked Mr. Solid; ‘so rus 5“:3;“":’;:‘: PEELI & : .u‘;:. Lhe ll-::f}iiilli!‘ brigade "Luui'i’ud the .
to that. So! that b ‘your card, be it?— | you, Mn Forsge, and send Mr. Splice, | ‘YJ:‘ s ii'“'_“‘-_"_'_”?y . aey d“_'—'-'kl trenches during the night.
and ye wants I to te. < it up staire, do ee?  the clergyman, to me. You know where "1‘3 Sir, dagpepeal i, inthe Labit off  Aboul eleven o' lock the enewmy coms _
I'll tell thee what yiw, old gentleman, | he lives—only a fey* doors down: the | preac uug.fnd thea to give vent to such| |-1lt::'g.e-.1f'lplo:‘.l:l,_.: their magazines, & :\:: :
: , : . . . horrible diseourse, must be a sanctified | Colin Campbell, having ordered a small .
I'll see thee d d Yrst. {street, and I will errange the wedding. | Ty , - i ' e O -
'See me d—— d 517 cvied NIr. Pune-  day with him; and you, Cecilia, can, if ¢ "l‘}‘i'fm‘“'.?."l ¥ PSS !psrh‘ to advance cautiously nn::rerx:ml‘x:’e
tillio, do you know whom you'r speaking | yéu like, put on your bonnet and accom- | ° _]b.'.‘nf:l”‘f g b po‘rfate. You are| the Redan, fouud the works o iy )
to? pany Mr.: Forage; for it would be a pity 4 IH{\HH'}' g 1 s ie.did nod bowever deem it e
‘Ees, to ba sure §, do:and I'Il tel! thee | 1o seperate vou at this ent.’ ell I'd N‘;h"f be e pudiiug-headed | occupy the siorks Gn dn;.z:. 2. o Tha L
5 4 . el plg foc), ths Wl Ve N A ARt O T Lhe iR by T L‘..‘n_'.-' -

wivewl Gld FoMUB 1 (hee does’t take thy- {* ‘Yome, tndfi"Cecilia, "cried Mr F., ‘for
31} ¥ et : -

self off without any more bother, I will : [ um as anxiovs for the performance of

make thee wa nt an undertaker '.!l}'S!‘Ir be- the bridal cergm()ny as your guanlian him-

: “€. | generally putsa curb upon one for the rest
‘What is the meaning of all this?” de- |of one's days, That will do to go out
manded Mr. Punctilie. | with, 1 flatter mysel(,” and Cecilir hav-
‘Why, that a man of thy yvears ought|ing slipped on her chapean de pﬂf“.{. Mr.
to be ashamed on himsell. so he ought, 10| Forage and she hastened towards the priest
come here for such a purpose 8s thee [of Hymen, and left Mr. Soli¢ to his
hast. {llwughts.

‘Whatis my purpoze to you, sir? There | *Well,” he said, turning the affair over
is my card, with my nsme snd address in his mind, ‘I am feirly caught in my
upon it—will you take it or not? {own trap; but what could have detained

‘I told thee afore I'd see thee d d | Mr. Punctilio I am utterly st a loss to
first—don’t want nothing to do with your : conceive, However, l]mt'.g his business, |
F\{il;:, { l-m(im': wh?l's on it well (;nough— !und not mine-~thought better of it maybe; |
Nicholas Cannibal, or some sich name. !and perhaps it i sat: for al.
coffin maker aud undertaker—{funerals | lhouih 1 tl:elile\'l: ?l'r.f;)‘:lr:il;l?;&lt(; ‘I;li:tlahle

| performed on the most reazonable terms™’ | more eligible match of the two, yet, as |

‘Nicholus Cannibel, coflin-maker and | the girl's affections are centered on this
pidertaker! What does the booby mean?
*What! do thee mesa to have the face

rattle-brained but good humored flame of |
hers, I have no doubt her unicn with Fo. |
rage will turn out well, ané I shall have
done my duty to her; and so the sooner|
the knot is tied the hetter. The clergy-
' man will soon be here, and I hope, with
his assistance, to be quickly released from
the very ungrateful office of catering for

‘Bury miss! I ceme here, exclaimed the
bewildered Punctilio, *to bury no miss,
but to marry one.’

*What! and thee be'est not of them un-
dertaking rascals really? the happiness of a giddy, wayward gisl. |

‘Devil an undertcker, am 1.’ | A tap at the door cut short Mr, Solid's

*Well, dang it, but this be a pretty mis- | ruminatons.
take o'thine, Hodge,” said that person to | *Come in!’ cried Solid.
himself. *Hows ever, it were (,ruila nat- Mr. Peter Punctilio entered. |
ral, you koow, master; for seeing you| ‘A gentleman in Black! inwardly t‘x-;
dressed oll in bluck, 1 in course took you  claimed Mr. Solid. *Oh this isthe parson!
for ar undertaker.’ | beyond doubdt.’

*An undertaker! First to be mistaken | ‘I presume,’ said Mr. Punctilio, *I have |

]

undertaker, and all becouse [happened to| *I am Mr. Solid, sir,” replied that gen-
be dressed in black—devil take the black, | tleman. ‘And if I am not mistaken, the

| punishment upon Mr, Solid for theex

( ‘Here, Mr. Solid, here is the parson!

| naturally

*A prous old rascal:
ated Mr. Punctilio, who was just abeut
Lo ruise infli

his cans, nnd L SUMIBHEY

7 o |
!nfc.‘:luu. “'!'i'.‘ll the nl{_-«'-r .-,-:1-;‘.-.'1.“\‘ cpened,

and in rushed Frank Forage; excleiming,
‘The parson!” ejuculated Mr, Solid, |
starting at the two gentlemen in black.
*What then, isu’t this gentiewun {pornt
ing to Me, Punctilio) the parson?

‘Parson,” cried Mr. Panctilio.

tNo l
am no parson,—nor lawyver,—uor dector, |
nor undertuker neither!

‘Then upon my word, I have to beg
you a million pardons for my conduct.—
But, you sce, bring dressed all in black, |

mistiook you for one of the cler

gy.’
‘D’ DMr. Sulid tmmspgined what was'

coming, aud put his hand before the!

spealicr’'s mouth, '
Then came the explanation. Mr, Sol

id was very sorry, ba hed

t Mr. Frank Forege. Mr. Frank Forage
tendered his humble apologies for the wrick
he had played Mr. Peter Punctilio, but
all was fair in love. Aud Mr. Peter
Punctilio vowed he would return to hLis
counting house in Change alley, and ne-
ver again sppear as the Geatleman in
Black.

his ward betrot

e —— € B o T —
General Simpson's Official Dispateh—Petuils of
the Grand Assauit, &e. i

The following is the dispatch brought

to England by Cul. Curzou: :
Birope Sevastoron, Sept, 9,

I had the honer to epprise your lord
ship, in wmy dispatenh of the 4th iestant,
that the engineers and artillery officers
of the allied armies had laid before Gen.

this is a deadly awkward job, surely.— I say!

Who'd a thought on old blind Bess run-| *Well, I ax jyour pardon. sir, for the
ning away wi' anything, now let alone mistake; but, la bless ye, thee did look so
missus, and she be no feather; but I sup-|decadly like one of them death-hunters,
pose it be thase Cheltenham waters, fori thee can’t blame I for it. DBesides who'd

iobject of your visii is respecting the mas-
'riage of my ward?

| *That certaiuly is, responded Mr. Punc-
'tilio, ‘the interesting cause of my pres-
‘ence here. Well, thank Heaven! he added

they be devils to set one working, so they |
be.

sus be so discomfolidated, we shall have | windingsheel than a wedding gown?’

this ere place beset with all them folks

what gets their living by other people a | ward of Mr. Solid dengerously ill?

dying. Why, dang it, but this ere Chel-
tenham town, where your invalids come
and drink themselvesto death for the ben-
efit of their healith, bea regular colony

I shouldn't wonder, now that mis-|ing to a lady who's more like to want uf

of doctors and undertakers, and sich like
deadly-lively kind of people.

do tell I, that as soon as a body be taken | the ward of Mr, Solid—can I see the la- !
dangerously ill, the undertakers do come | dy?’

And they | vou I came here to pay my addresses to I object of all her wishes,’

ina swarm, and makes up to poor ser-|
vants to get their cards stuck in the |

chimney piece, so as to have the Job,

should like to catch any of them fellows | Iyhock.
now a trying any of their tricks upon answer me that’

Hodge. 'Od rabbit 'un; wouldn't I sarve

'un out!
of his own return yearses,
went the knocker.)
ued Hodge, *if there ben't a knock at the
door. 1 shouldn’t wonder but that be one
'em come already.’

Hodge opened the door, and Mr. Peter 'me break my appointment into the bar-
Punctilio entered, whese sable suit no gain. 1 .
sooner caught the eye of the servant than : break his head in return.—No. 10, I think
he said to himself, *A gentlemaa in dlack, you said?

He be undertaker, beyond a doubt.
“This is the house of Miss Hollyhock, ever, I'll come with thee, and show thee

eh?

1 presume?' said Mr. P.

| «Why, to be sure,’ replied Hodge; ‘and to call st Dr. Potion’s, close by,’

1 want vothing to do with your Miss Hol- | part of this speech was, of coursz deliver-

I send "un off quicker than one | Hodge, ‘no.’ Mr. Solid do live at No. 10, | ol¢ enough to be her grandfather, and the
(Rat-tat-tat  the Bell Iotel, down in the town, to be
+Zookers!' contin- } sure: and I do know, coz misses was took

l ‘A pretty fool, then, thst puppy has

—

a thought thee'd have come a love-muk- | aside, there can be no mistake now.’ |
*What I particularly wished to consult |
| you upon was the fixing the day for the
‘Gracious heavens!—what, then, is the ceremony.’ .
*Fixing the day for the ceremony? He |

*No, but Miss Hollyhock be.’ 'is in a precious hurry!” said Mr. Solid in |

‘The devil take Miss Hollyhock! roared | an under tone. Then, if I understand you
out the enraged Mr. Punctilio! *what is|rightly, eir, he continued, addressing Mzr. |
Miss Hollyhock to me? Was there ever | S., ‘the lady is perfectly agreeable.’
such a blundering booby as this! | tell| *Oh, cerlainly, quite infatuated! The
*Oh, indeed! Well, really this is partic- |
'ularly gretifying. She certainly must
| have seen or heard of me somewhere or
The dear creature!" The latter |

*Miss Hollyhock da live here, sir.’
‘I tell you I have got nothing, and other.

Does not Mr. Solid live here?— | ed aside,
| ‘To be sure,” continued the guardian,’
‘La! bless your innocent heart,’ replied there was another suitor; but, as he was |

girl did not care two buttons about him. |

*How could she do otherwise? remarked
the unconcious Mr. Punctilio.

—*‘Why, of course I thought it my duty
to accede to her wishes. Do you think I|
did right, sir?

‘Oh, perfectly right, sir,.——perfectly
right: the vain old fool! What could he
expect bad he married the girl, but that
by the time his honey-moon began to
wane, the horns would be making their
appearance?

there after the haxident,’
made of me, most assuredly —and made

It 'ud serve him right if [ was to

‘Ees, that be it, sure enough, Hows'

the very place, il thee likes, for ['ve got

“The horns! How very strange for o'

 Pelissier and myself a report, recommen-
iding that the sssault should be made on
the Sth inst., after a heavy fire had been
kept up for two days. 'This arrangement
was agreed to, and 1 have to congratulate
your lordship on the glorious result of
the attack yesterday, which heas ended in |
the possession of the town, dockyards
end public buildings, and the the destruc-
tion of the last ship of the Russian fleot
in the Black Sca. Three steamers alone’

| mated and

"roared the exaspor- | was made manifest dunng the night, aand

fires appeared in every parl, sccompanied
by heavy explosions, under the cover of
ich the enemy succecded 1u withdraw-

which
north side by the

i;:;; their troops 10 the

meaus of the rolt Lridge recently con-
| structed, and which they afterwards dis-

conuected and conveyed to the other side.
Their men of war were all sunk during
the night, The bouisterous weather ren-
dered it altogether impossible for the ad-
mirals to fultill their intentions of bring
ing the broadsides of the allicd fleets to
beatr upon the guarentine batleries. An
e XCt i:t,‘.“‘, ;1T;ul.n':.;- pro iuced by the aui-
well directed fire of their
mortar vessels, those of hex .\IdJle;}' be-
ing under the direction of Captain Wol
cot, of the Odin, and Captain [Tiglry, of
the Royal Marine Artillery,
RUSSIA.
ADDURESS OF TIE CZAR T0 HIS ARMY.

is the text of the order
the Emperor 10
his ermy oa the fall of Sevastopol.

“The defence of Sevastopol, which has
lasted so long, and which is, perhaps, un-
exampled m military avunels, has drawn
upon it the eitention not oniy of Russia
but of all Europe, From its very com.
mencement it placed its defenders in the

The follo .'-'E:'I_;
i thie dav addressed h_‘.

| same rank @s ihe most il'ustrious heroes

of our country.

In the course of eleven mouths the

.;;:;n';_-@-_')n of S:\'&!‘-‘.I'I'Ul hias di:‘-;-.utrd with

a powerfal epemy every iach of ground
of country which surrounds the town, and
each of its evterprises has been distin-
guiched by the most brilliant bravery —
The obstinate bombardment four times

'renewed. and the fire of which hes been
jusily styled ‘iufernal,” shock the walls

of our fortifcations, but could not shake
or diminish the zeal of their defenders.
They beat the enemy or died with i1ndo-
mitable courage, with a self denial wor-
thy of the soldiers of Christ, without a
thought of surrendering.

Regretting (rom my heart the loss of so
many genercus warriors, who offered their
lives as a sacrifice to their country, snd
submitting with resignation to the will of
the Most High, whom it has not pleased

remain, end the capture or sinking of|to crown their acts with complete success,

these must speedily follow.

It was ar-|[ feel it a sacred duty, on this occasion,

ranged that at 12 o'clock in the day, the| (g express in my name, as well 35 in that
French columns of attack were to leave of gll Russia, to the brave garrison of
their trenches, and to take possession of Sgvastopol the warmest gratitude for its

the Malakoft and n(!jaceut woirks.

After | jndefatigable labors, for the blood it hes

their BUL'!:ES‘S had been assured znd l!le_\' | shed in the defence, for neag]y a year, of
were established, the Redan was to be|yhose fortifications which it erected in a

assaulted by the English.
Central and Quarantine Forts were to be
simultaneously attacked by the French.
At the hour appointed our allies quitied
their trenches, entered and carried the
apparently impregnable defences of the

Malakoff, with that impetuous valer that |

characterizes the French sttack, and hav-
ing once obtained possession they were
never dislodged. The tri colors planted
on the parepet was the signal for the En-
glish troops to advance. The arrange-
ments for the attack I entrusted to Lieu-
tenant General Codington, who carried
out the details in concert with Lieuten-

ant General Markham. I determined that

‘the sccond and light Divisions should

have the honor of the assault, from the

The Bastion, | few days.

But there wre impossibilities even for
herors. On the Sth of this month, aftes
six deeperate essaults which were repuls-
ed, the enemy succeeded in getting pos-
session of the important Kornilofl Bas-
tion (Malakofl) and the Commander-in-
Chief of the army of the Crimea, desir-
ous of sparing the precious blood of his
companions, who, under the circumstan-
ces, would only have shed it vselessly, de-
cided upon passing over to the north side
of the forlress, leaving only blood stain-
ed ruins to the besieging enemy.

Those tried heroes, the object of the
general esteem of their comrades, will
doubtless give, in re-entering actually in.

(Concluded on fourth page.)
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